
 
 

Waste  
Type 

Liquid Solid Sharps 

Examples 

 

Liquid growth media, 
recombinant DNA waste, body 

fluids. 
 

 

 

Culture dishes, petri 
dishes, PPE, intact 

plastic or glassware. 
 

 

 

Razor blades, needles, 
syringes, broken glass. 

 
 

 
 

Example of 
appropriate 
container. 

 

Glassware, if autoclaving, 
autoclave safe container. 

 

 

 

Red or orange 
biohazard bags. 

 

 

 

Hard plastic container 
with lid. 

 

 
 

Decontamination 

 

If using drain disposal, liquid 
must be decontaminated with 

hypochlorite at a minimum 
concentration of 10% for a 

minimum of 20 minutes, then 
disposed and containers 
autoclaved or discarded. 

Autoclave decontamination 
may also be used. 

 

 

Prior to taking it out of the lab:  

• Close/seal the container,  

• Spray the outside with appropriate 
disinfectant waiting the minimum 
contact time  

• Take it out of the lab  

• Apply the autoclave color changing tape 

• Autoclave for appropriate time/temp 

Disposal 

 

After autoclaved, fill out and apply the OAC 252:515-23-4 
label seen below on 2 sides of the biohazard bag or 

container, double bag it in black garbage bags and dispose 
it with the regular trash. 

 
 

 
After properly 

deconned, contact EHS 
or a third part waste 

disposal for 
appropriate disposal of 
the sharps container. 

OSU Biosafety Office Contacts 
Biosafety Officer (405) 744-3203  

Biosafety Specialist (405) 744-3376 



Autoclave Temperature and Time Pressure 
Chart 

STERILIZER TEMPERATURE PRESSURE TIME 

 

Steam autoclave 121 C (250 F) 15psi 15min 

unwrapped items 132 C (270 F) 30psi 3min 

 

lightly wrapped items 132 C (270 F) 30psi 8min 

 

heavily wrapped items 132 C (270 F) 30psi 10min 

 

 

Dry heat wrapped 170 C (340 F)  60 min 

   160 C (340 F)   120min 

 150 C (300F)  150min 

 140 C (285F)  180min 

 121 C (250F)   12hrs 

 

Dry heat (rapid flow) 190 C (375F)  6min 

unwrapped items  

 

Dry heat (rapid flow) 190 C  (375 F)  12min 

packaged items  

 

Chemical vapor 132 C (270 F) 20-40 psi 20min 

 

Ethylene oxide Ambient  8-10 hours 

 

As published by Jada, (Journal of American Dental Association)  

Vol 122 December 1991  
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